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his desert post-office, because he, Jack, had had to go out
and borrow money to run his house. And with Bessie
expecting to be confined in a week!

Bessie says that she continued her coaching right up to
the morning the baby arrived. For a time it looked as though
the child might be born on January 12, Jack's twenty-fifth
birthday, but Bessie did not go into labour until the morning
of the fifteenth. When she knew that her moment had
arrived she sent for the doctor, who came in such haste he
forgot to bring an anaesthetic. Jack was dispatched to buy
a bottle of chloroform. On his way home he rode his
bicycle so hard and fast he fell off, broke the bottle, and cut
his hand. Bessie was delivered of a nine-pound girl, but
the afterbirth was botched and Bessie was ill for a long
time. Jack was not able to hide from his wife his dis-
appointment that it was not a boy.

Despite the fact that McClure decided against publishing
A Daughter of the Snows in his magazine, he continued to
send Jack the monthly cheque of $125. "Being a married
man, and knowing that it costs money to buy potatoes, I am
enclosing ..." The novel finished, Jack devoted himself to
a series of short stories. With the passing of the weeks the
disappointment at not having a son was allayed somewhat;
he grew attached to his daughter, Joan, who favoured him
strongly in looks. Mammy Jenny moved into the London
house to take care of Joan, just as she had cared for Joan's
father in Bernal Heights, twenty-five years before.

One of the avowed reasons Jack had married Bessie was
because he had believed she would breed strong children;
nor was he mistaken. He had married her on an impulse,
to fill an empty space in both their lives, to plunge them into
the swift stream of living. Bessie was everything she had
appeared to be: loyal, devoted, gentle, intelligent, willing to
work with him, share his hardships. He enjoyed being a
father, and felt a strong sense of gratitude toward her. Yet
sometimes in his fatigue his mind turned against his wife
for those very qualities for which he valued and had selected
tier. He w^is paerguiial of nature; he had fire in his yeinsa